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Why platypus?

High community interest levels
Data poor
Misrepresented conservation 
status
Leveraged easily through 
volunteer data
Bioindication of stream health



ECOllaboration 

Platypus Survey Sites
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Background…
We have conducted community surveys at the 
following locations from 2022-2025…

Petrie Creek (Nambour)
Obi Obi Creek (Maleny)
South Maroochy River (Kiamba)
Paynters Creek (Palmwoods/Woombye)







PlatyTracker 
Project Aims

Provide reliable data to national databases
Assisted with pressure to update conservation 
status
Engage the community with a genuine citizen 
science project 
“Eyes on the creek” for ALL freshwater health 
matters
Advocate for use of platypus friendly yabby traps



PlatyTracker 
Site Coverage

North Maroochy (Eumundi, North Arm, Yandina)
South Maroochy (Kiamba, Yandina)
Petrie Creek (Nambour)
Paynters Creek (Palmwoods & Woombye)
Eudlo Creek (Eudlo?, Forest Glen)
Obi Obi Creek (Maleny & Kenilworth)
Kin Kin Creek (Noosa LGA)
Six Mile Creek (Noosa LGA)
Private properties where applicable
Other areas such as Beerwah, Peachester, 
Caboolture etc)



Site Selection
Sites will be selected based on the following factors;

Safety/access for volunteers, including car parking
Monitoring existing known significant populations (eg 
Maleny, Nambour, Kenilworth) to track fluctuations in 
abundance and link to environmental factors
Gathering data for “gaps” in lesser-known populations 
(eg. Buderim, Forest Glen, farm dams)



Method

ECOllaboration Fortnightly Platypus 
Survey 2025

Our software enables the volunteer 
to upload data in approximately 5 
minutes, including variables such as 
habitat assessment and weather to 
identify trends over time.

https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/6c441c4e4e344e9cad93afa6573be39a
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/6c441c4e4e344e9cad93afa6573be39a


Commitment
 1 x 20min session per fortnight (days are flexible – we are simply looking for “consistent data”)
 Morning (within 1.5hrs from sunlight) or afternoon (within 1hr prior to sunset)
 Ideally, we are looking for a minimum of 12 months commitment but we appreciate that 
personal circumstances can change
You can split your commitment by sharing your survey with a friend/other volunteer on 
alternate fortnights, essentially making your component only once per fortnight if needed
Safety is paramount. Optional training provided at the site during induction



Communications

Data is automatically sent through upon 
survey completion
Emails/phone as needed (full support)
Formal reporting annually
Social media for periodic updates/community 
awareness
Interactive website in future years
Christmas breakup



Data

Wildnet is the gold standard in 
Qld for citizen science data and 
the focus for PlatyTracker

ALA is processed faster and is 
another credible landing for data

PlatyProject is highly visual but 
data input is less rigourous…



Leveraging 
PlatyTracker

 We will use PlatyTracker for 
fundraising initiative such as our 
Adopt-a-Platypus project

 Data also used in P-10 school 
programs (incursion/excursions 
from the data) and Senior Science, 
Biology, and/or Geography



CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR 
MORE INFORMATION!!



Site Options (as of 7/10/15). 
Blue box = site assessed and ready for surveying. Bold names have been confirmed and/or 
inducted







Induction
✓Before commencing with PlatyTracker you MUST fill out the 

following risk assessment/form if you haven’t already...

✓PlatyTracker - Volunteers Sign in & Risk Assessment

✓Trevor and the team will then arrange a site for you (if not 
allocated already), and provide details of survey commencement.

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Dr4kZFCCoUuHysLDImMxf4ch0v3TdcNAksoQgj53TU9URFZRNkdDTUpSWjBJTE9SNzZYNlhXUFNOOC4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Dr4kZFCCoUuHysLDImMxf4ch0v3TdcNAksoQgj53TU9URFZRNkdDTUpSWjBJTE9SNzZYNlhXUFNOOC4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Dr4kZFCCoUuHysLDImMxf4ch0v3TdcNAksoQgj53TU9URFZRNkdDTUpSWjBJTE9SNzZYNlhXUFNOOC4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Dr4kZFCCoUuHysLDImMxf4ch0v3TdcNAksoQgj53TU9URFZRNkdDTUpSWjBJTE9SNzZYNlhXUFNOOC4u&route=shorturl


Photo credit: Jean Dunning

Please email Trevor Morrison on 
trevor@ecollaboration.org.au for official sign 
on documents if you have difficulty accessing

Welcome to PlatyTracker!

mailto:trevor@ecollaboration.org.au


PlatyTracker 
Survey Link
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